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Mehr  23 September- 22 October 
Aban  23 October- 21 November 
Azar  22 November- 20 December 
Dey  22 December- 20 January 
Bahman   21 January- 19 February 
Esfand  20 February- 20 March 

 
 
 
 
 
Iranian year begins on March 21st of the Christian year and ends on March 20st of the next 

year. To convert the Iranian year into Christian year, add 621 to the former. 



 



Preface 

The technical report on the 1390 National Census of Population and Housing contains a 
coherent collection of the technical methods employed in all the census’s stages ranging 
from planning to the publication of the results in order to satisfy the needs of such users 
as planners, policy makers, researchers, students, and the interested individuals as well as 
those who will be involved in designing and conducting the future censuses. 
The present collection introduces the technics used in the 1390 Census including those 
applied in the Pilot Censuses together with the concepts and procedures tested in these 
experiments. 
Today, in many countries throughout the world the census technical report designing 
committees in cooperation with the other working groups are actively engaged in 
gathering and introducing the technical methods used in the censuses, the results of which 
can be accessible through electronic publications (ebooks) and the printed publications. 
In 1385, in Islamic Republic of Iran compilation of such a collection was included on the 
agenda and it was provided, at a very limited extent, to the users in the Statistical Centre 
of the Iran. In addition, after the 1390 Pilot Census in 1388 some actions were taken to 
identify the technical methods. The present collection has been prepared reviewing the 
previous reports, taking into account their weak and strong points, and carrying out a 
comparative study on the other country’s performance, in an effort to make it a very 
comprehensive for the users. 
This research project has come to maturity by sincere collaboration of our colleagues, 
gentlemen Zabyolah Ghaemi, Mohammad Reza Rayhani, Daryosh Mohammadi, Arash 
Fazeli, Nourmohammad Javeed, Mehdi Vahdati, Reza Salehian, and Ladies Ozra 
Naeneeni, Shirin Jafari, Samaneh Ghaderi, Khadijeh Karimi, Akram Rasoli, Sadigheh 
Mirzaee, Neda Mostafavi, Sodabeh Zerbarjad, Marjan Mirzakhalili, to all of whom we 
are grateful. We really appreciate Mrs. Javadi from the Statistical Research and Training 
Center for refereeing this project and giving valuable comments and Miss. Mehrnoosh 
Mirmohammad and Mrs. Najmeh Nazerian for taking the responsibility of typing this 
report. Our special thanks must go to Mr. Hamid Moazzami Goodarzi for translating the 
text into English. 
We welcome any comments and recommendations the readers of this report would like to 
make on its contents.  

Technical Design and Statistical Methods Research Group 
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Introduction 

 

Information is believed to be the most fundamental implement for development since it is 

the building block for accurate planning in all fields. Meanwhile, the methods for 

production of efficient information are a topic which in itself calls for a unique and 

comprehensive scrutiny. National Census of Population and Housing has been one of the 

methods for producing information in the last centuries and countries have endeavored to 

make the necessary arrangements for successful conduct of censuses participating in the 

related conferences and benefiting from the UN recommendations. For instance, they 

have followed the 10-year span between the censuses and selected their census years to 

coincide possibly with the other countries’ censuses.  

Also, many countries determine the census items with regard to the latest UN 

recommendations. However, the point that has slipped from the attention of most 

countries is compilation of the census techniques that would be highly appropriate and 

applicable to them if accordingly informed. It is noticeable that not all countries enjoy 

equal development level. There may be cases where a country, that had taken the way in 

conducting a census, has been imitated by another country in the subsequent years or 

decades. This proves the fact that the countries are unaware of the techniques and 

procedures either of them use due to the lack of timely information and interaction. In the 

recent years, some effective strides have been taken in this respect. 

Countries have begun to introduce the techniques used in their censuses. Although there 

are a new variety of the topics and contents in the technical reports of the census of 

population and housing, the preparation of the reports of this sort could be an efficient 

step to prevent waste of human, operational, and technical resources in census taking 

process. 
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Chapter 1. Generalities 

 

1. Generalities 

1.1. The background on preparing the Census’s technical report in Iran 

Since 1335, the Statistical Centre of Iran has conducted seven National Censuses of 

Population and Housing in modern methods using the most recent technology of the 

world proportionate to the special circumstances in each time and existing facilities. 

Although making an integrated report on all activities performed in the censuses has not 

always been possible, the trend of entering such concepts as household, place, etc. into the 

either of the Census’s Enumeration Areas can be drawn up partially based on what has 

been obtained from the censuses’ scattered documents. Also, the techniques used for 

taking the censuses and the data processing methodologies can be found in these 

documents. Since 1385, the idea of designing the “Census Technical Report” had begun 

to emerge among the experts in the Census Organization particularly in the country’s 

Census Headquarters and one year later than the census implementation year a collection 

called the Census Technical Report on the 1385 National Census of Population and 

Housing was prepared. The report began to be prepared exactly one year after the census 

implementation and for this reason there was no immediate and extensive access to the 

census’ executive and technical cadre.  

The initial part of this report is devoted to the history of the National Census of 

Population and Housing from the old times till the introduction of modern methods in 

taking the censuses in Iran including the details about the last census. Other parts of the 

report deal with such stages as planning, designing, organizing, publicizing, training for, 

and implementing the census as well as, finally its data processing and disseminating 

phases. The subsequent experiences occurred in 1389 and 1390. 

The general details have also been presented regarding the 1390 National Census of 

Population and Housing Pilot Censuses carried out in 1388 and1389. 




